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At CREATE, success comes from knowing that 
we have contributed in a significant way to the 
lives of those individuals we serve. We measure 
our success in hours, pounds, feet, gallons, and 
sheets of paper....

In 2017, we presented over 1,600 total hours of art 
programming, including 550 hours of Art therapy 
and 238 hours of programs in schools. We used 900 
pounds of clay, 800 yards of plaster, 18 dozen pencils, 
over 20 gallons of tempera paint, 8,000+ sheets of 
paper, 144 rolls of masking tape, 450 glue sticks, 288 
watercolor sets, 1,440 colored pencils, and 3 gallons of 
glue.

We generously provide these materials of art to 
purposefully equip our students with the tools of 
creativity and self-expression. At CREATE, visual 
art and the creative process are used as vehicles 
to enhance problem-solving and critical thinking 
skills, social and emotional development, community 
connectedness, and most of all, to instill in our 
students the confidence and self-assurance in their 
own abilities that will carry them in their academic 
careers and beyond. 

Each day we see firsthand the impact of ensuring the 
access and availability of creative experiences to our 
students, clients, and our entire community. 

By giving students a paintbrush, we provide them 
the tools to paint their own inspired future.

Jeremy Flick
Executive Director

“I loved all my teachers. They were nice and super 
supportive. I like that every teacher helped a lot with 
providing fun and creative activities. The week was super 
fun and let us CREATE art!” — Audrey K., age 10



OUR MISSION

Our mission is to spark creativity, foster learning, empower individuals, and 
facilitate community connections through the visual arts.

OUR VISION 

We believe in the transformative power of art to enrich individual lives and 
strengthen communities.

OUR VALUES

CREATE achieves its mission through arts education, enrichment, and 
therapeutic art programs that reflect our core values to:

	 - Provide a culture of respect, support, and purpose
	 - Maintain a commitment to high quality programs and services
	 - Inspire a sense of joy in the art making process
	 - Collaborate and partner with individuals and organizations
	 - Recognize all forms of creativity and diversity in artistic expression



“My daughter very much enjoyed art camp and definitely 
wants to come back next year. We were so impressed with 
the portfolios she brought home. Also the weekly Improv 
sessions were a wonderful surprise and something my 
daughter would never have sought out, but found she 
really enjoyed.” — 2017 Summer Art Camp Parent

ART EDUCATION   |   ART THERAPY   |   COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Whether by giving a child the opportunity to explore creative activities and make new friends in an art 
camp or class, using art to help at-risk students succeed in school, or providing a supportive, therapeutic 
arts community for adults, CREATE strongly believes that each individual, and our entire community, is 
made better through the transformative power of art. In 2017, we provided high quality art education and 
enrichment to more than 2,500 community members through art classes, art camps, individual and 
group art therapy, community events, and after-school art programs.



“I liked drawing art and meeting new people. Ms. Malika 
and the teachers really helped me with my confidence and 
my art.” —  Victory, age 8

Students who participate in the arts are empowered with increased self-esteem and greater resilience 
to personal challenges. The arts boost critical thinking, strengthen tolerance, and enhance empathy 
for different people, places, and ideas. Students who have arts-rich experiences are more likely to 
achieve key positive outcomes—academically, socially, and civically—giving them the tools to become 
responsible citizens who can make a profound positive impact on this world.

In 2017 CREATE provided 1,083 students opportunities to learn new art skills, make new friends, and 
explore their creativity through 18 weeks of seasonal art camps, 27 days of “No School Day Camps,” 
and 23 art classes. Additionally, we partnered with 7 Montgomery County Schools to offer 24 off-site 
art education programs directly in the schools. 

ART EDUCATION



“Making art, or at least thinking about that possibility, 
offers a method of alchemizing potentially unpleasant 
experiences – which is comforting.” —  Studio Downstairs 
Member

Art therapy uses creative expression as a means to provide individuals a safe outlet to explore thoughts 
and emotions. This helps them to successfully facilitate recovery, coping, and healing from pschological 
distress, abuse, low self-esteem, and other mental health challenges. Art therapy has also been shown 
as an effective way of enabling struggling students to do better at school and in life.

In 2017, we provided over 200 sessions and 550 hours of individual and group art therapy. We 
supported 58 struggling students at 3 Montgomery County Public Schools through our smARTkids 
program, which is informed by art therapy principles. Additionally, we presented 11 art exhibitions 
featuring artwork by Studio Downstairs members and smARTkids participants. 

ART THERAPY



“I learned if I explored how to do something I could look 
at other things and say ‘wow’ I can do that.” — smARTkids 
program participant

Engaging in the arts brings individuals together and fosters community. Integrating the arts more fully 
into our lives enriches each of us and enhances our ability to imagine, create, and sustain a healthier 
and stronger neighborhood. CREATE values collaborating with other organizations and individual 
groups to offer free art projects at markets, fairs, and other community events; engaging in creative 
partnerships helps build awareness and hands-on enjoyment of the arts for as many people as 
possible. 

In 2017, we participated in 4 community events, including World of Montgomery Festival, Taste the 
World in Fenton Village, and provided creative experiences to more than 800 community members.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH



“CREATE is a haven of creativity and positivity. I love 
working here and learn so much from my students.” 
—  Angela Ranzoni, CREATE Teaching Artist

CREATE’s recent recognitions include: 2017 Montgomery County Executive’s Award for Excellence 
in the Arts and Humanities for Education, winner of the Best of Fenton Village 2016 for Best 
Education/Nonprofit, along with an achievement award from the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection for Innovative Waste Reduction, Reuse, and Recycling Programs. This year 
we were also re-selected by The Catalogue for Philanthropy as “One of the Best” community-based 
nonprofits in the Greater Washington, DC region. 

We are grateful to our entire community of supporters for your belief in 
our mission and in our work. Thank you!

AWARDS + RECOGNITIONS



“I liked drawing art and meeting new people. Ms. Malika 
and the teachers really helped me with my confidence and 
my art.”--- Victory, age 8

Our efforts would not be possible without the support of our generous donors. Thank you for your 
belief in our mission and in the transformative power of art.

OUR SUPPORTERS

$5,000+
Arts and Humanities 
  Council of Montgomery 
  County 
City Colour
City of Takoma Park
Tamar Hendel

$1,000-$4,999
Elizabeth Allaben and 
  Matthew Chambers
Marten Family Foundation
The Meltzer Group 
  Employee Giving Fund
Montgomery County 
  Executive’s Ball
Shirley Brownrigg 
  Charitable Trust
Takoma Foundation
United Way of the National 
  Capital Area

$500–$999
Katy Beth Cassell
Alana Coyle
Ann Leger
James and Shirley Marten
Montgomery County
Montgomery County   
  Public Schools
School Readiness 
  Consulting
Eric Wentworth

$100–$499
Ruth Allaben   
Bruce Allaben and Beth 
  Vogt
AmazonSmile Foundation   
Anonymous   
Jonathan Banks   
CJ Bronson   
Sheila Cahill   

Carol and Steven 
  Carchedi   
Nicholas Carchedi   
Petrina and Gerard Coyle   
Julia Doherty   
Rhonda Eldridge   
Susan Farrer   
Margaret Finn   
Dennis and Judith Flick   
Jennifer Gelman   
Sumitra Genti   
Greater Horizons   
Maxine Grossman   
Kristine Holland   
Melanie Isis   
Julie Kaplan   
Sally Kaplan   
Laura Koehne and Steve 
  Wipple  
Lauren Kotkin   
Mark’s Kitchen   
Sandy Moore   
Elizabeth Robelen   
Cindy Rose and Gordon 
  Stoner   
Lisa Rosenstein   
Shelley Sarrin   
Gwendolyn Short   
Rona Siskind   
The Urban Winery   
Anita Wallgren   
Julius Weiss and Amanda 
  MacDonald
Margo Young   

$50–$99
Anonymous
Sidney and Heike Bailin	
Allison Berg		
Allan and Esther Berg		
Janet and Al Crain		
Lauren Cranman		
Amy Davies

Pierre Donahue and Elisa 
  Massimino
Monica Ettinger		
Fabrangen Cheder, Inc.	
Heena Genti		
Leslie Hall			 
Terry and Sharon Hallberg	
Eric Hope			 
Jodi Jacobson			
Elaine Koehne			
Judith Krones			 
Lauren H. Lay			 
Matilda Parker			 
Mark Pattison			 
Kenneth Siskind and Julia 
  Blatt
Marilyn and Ike Siskind	
Robert Weinzimer
 
Up to $49
Lynn Abramson		
Madelaine Adelman		
Melissa Allen
Anonymous			 
Judith Arbacher		
Jonathan Bernstein		
Joan Brierton			 
Audra Buck-Coleman		
Jenny Cannon			
Chelsey Christensen		
Debra DeRuyver		
Marie-Elise Diamond		
Barbara Doherty	
Sheala Durant			 
Ronit Eisenbach		
Nurit Erger			 
Liquori Etheridge		
Kara Eyrich			 
Melissa Ferguson
Jeremy Flick			 
Wendy Friedlander		
David and Paul Gayer

Will Gayer and Angela 
  Ranzoni		
Benjamin Gaylord		
Shannon Gerrity		
Marshall and Elizabeth 
  Gross			
Heidi Hemming		
Jeffrey Jarvis		
Austin Jones			 
Danna Katzman		
Katherine Kellert		
Theodora Klayman		
Ellen Kramarow and Jared 
  Garelick
Claudia Krizay			 
Craig Kullmann			
Tom LaLonde			 
Marcia Lawrence		
Julie Levinson			 
Ryan Long			 
Cara Long			 
Anne McLeer			 
Liz Michaels			 
Paul Miller			 
Stephanie Mueller		
Daniel Palmer			 
Ellie Power			 
Diane Raynes			 
Lauren Schlenger		
Frances Schmutter		
John Seelke		
Ryan Smith		
Laura Smyth		
Ari Strait		
Farrell Tapscott
Marie Thoma
Emily Turk		
Ana Villegas		
Nicole Vincent		
Rosana Vollmerhausen
Debra Wall		
Jeanne Welsh		
Lisa White

List includes our supporters from July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017



2017 FINANCIALS
 REVENUE	
 	 Program Fees
		  Art Therapy Income		  34,459
		  Camp Income			   148,524
		  Class Income			  42,929
	 Rent Income				    5,520
	 Donations					     39,351
	 Grants Income				    17,122
	 Painting Sales				    1,055
	 Miscellaneous Income			   640
	 Donated Services Income		  23,136
			   TOTAL REVENUE	 312,735

EXPENSES	
	 Program Services			      250,101
	 Supporting Services	
		  Management + Administration	 45,110
	      	 Fundraising	 24,440
			   TOTAL EXPENSES 	 319,651
	
	



2017 FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES



“Watching the children as they drew upon their 
imagination and created impressive works of art, with far 
more complexity than I would have expected for kids of 
such a young a age, encouraged and inspired me to think 
boldly and creatively in my own works of art.” — Volunteer

We believe when the arts are counted on an equal footing as other areas of learning, that everyone and 
our entire community benefits. We rely on the support of friends like you to make our work possible. 

Donate Online
Your online donation is quick, easy, and secure. Donate now at www.createartscenter.org/support-us

Donate By Mail
You can send a contribution directly to CREATE Arts Center by mail:

CREATE Arts Center
816 Thayer Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Combined Federal Campaign and United Way
We hope you will remember CREATE as you consider donations through the United Way of the National 
Capital Area and the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). Please show your support by designating your 
campaign gift to CREATE Arts Center by using or United Way NCA #8654 or CFC #29334. 

Employer Match
Many employers encourage employees to donate to nonprofit organizations by matching charitable 
contributions. This is a great opportunity to increase the size of your gift! You can check with your 
employer’s Human Resources Department for information on your employer’s specific matching gift 
program. Simply complete the matching gift form provided by your employer and send it to CREATE Arts 
Center with your contribution.

AmazonSmile
Designate CREATE Arts Center as your charity and 0.5% of your purchase will go directly to CREATE!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?



STAFF
Jeremy Flick, Executive Director
Lauren Lay, Art Education Director
Allison Berg, Registrar and Marketing Associate
Gwendolyn Short, Interim Art Therapy Director

ART THERAPISTS
Tamar Hendel, MA, ATR-BC, LPCAT
Michael Pretzer, MA, LGPAT
Gwendolyn Short, MA, ATR-BC, LCPAT

TEACHING ARTISTS
Melissa Bailey
Malika Bryant
Emily Dematatis
Ann Deutermann
Greta Ehrig
Sakeenah Elis Franzen
Leora Gottlie
Tara Holl
Raquel Kueffner
Lauren Lay
Heather Levy
Matthew McLaughlin
Josephine Monmaney
Lisa Pascal
Jose Piedra
Angela Ranzoni
Shelley Sarrin
Lauren Schlenger
Marina Temkin
Luisa Vargas

STAFF + BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CREATE
Arts Center

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephanie Brown, President
Kay Marten, Vice President
Ilana Fried, Treasurer
Susan Farrer, Secretary
Beth Allaben
Alana Coyle
Lauren Kotkin
Rona Siskind
Abena Tate

VOLUNTEERS + INTERNS
Emma Bourne
Josie Brane-Wright
James Caruso
Ben Chambers
Reid Dominie
Clare Fitgerald
Mirian Fuentes
Charles Gibson
Jonathan Herr
LaRosa Jones-Arroyo
Christine Liu
Shawnee May
Liz Michaels
Esther Miller
Betsheva Paul
Lucy Reardon
Maria Richman
Nicole Sadler
Copeland Smith
Elise Vanleer
Cameron Waiters
Carrie Wineglas 

816 Thayer Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

create@createartscenter.org
301-588-ARTS (2787)
www.createartscenter.org

FOLLOW US
facebook.com/CREATEartscenter
instagram.com/createartscenter


