


Dear CREATE Community, 

WWe are pleased to report that this past year has been our strongest performing year 
ever. CREATE was able to thrive in challenging times, and successfully harness our 
resources and capacity to improve the emotional well-being of youth and families, 
expand our multilingual art therapy team, offer new youth development art classes 
focused on teaching healthy coping skills to address anxiety and depression, and 
secure new community partners to grow our impact. All while expanding our 
traditional art classes and workshops for all ages and abilities, and adding new 
communicommunity art events featuring diverse local artists. 

As you know, CREATE approaches art education and mental health support a bit 
differently than others, with our mission deeply rooted in the belief that every person 
should have equity in access to the economic, social and educational benefits of the 
visual arts. We continue to provide many core programs and services free or at 
reduced fee for people living on low and fixed incomes, and persons from typically 
marginalized populations. 

Within the pages of this report, is the story of the tremendous impact we’ve had on 
our community over the past 12 months. Helping artists of all ages to tap into their 
creative side and find joy in artistic expression. Helping young students to strengthen 
their resiliency, emotional toolbox and sense of self through therapeutic art classes. 
Or helping someone with severe mental illness to safely express difficult thoughts 
and emotions in a supported, inclusive and nonjudgmental space. Thank you to each 
and every supporter, partner and donor for sharing CREATE’s commitment to a very 
didiverse and dynamic community.

Sincerely,

Linda Marson
CEO/Executive Director
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LETTER FROM THE CEO/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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CREATE’s mission is to 
spark creativity, foster 
learning, empower 
individuals, and 
facilitate community 
connections through 
the arts.

OUR MISSION

We believe in the 
transformative power 
of art to enrich 
individual lives and 
strengthen 
communities.

OUR VISION

WHO WE ARE
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ART EDUCATION
We believe that accessible quality arts 
education transforms students into 
more engaged learners, enhances their 
education, and promotes positive 
outcomes including increased 
problem-solving abilities and greater 
confidence and self-esteem.
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Over the past 12 months, our three spacious 
and light-filled art studios have hosted: 

ART EDUCATION

489 489 happy summer campers

86 86 children’s art classes

41
41 days of No School Day Art 
Camp

47 47 adult classes & workshops

14 14 family art workshops



SMARTKIDS
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SMARTKIDS
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CREATE’s licensed art therapists 
provide confidential, 
compassionate, professional 
support to enhance the 
emotional well-being of people 
living with mental and physical 
health challenges, including 
substasubstance abuse, trauma, grief, 
anxiety, bipolar disorder, and 
schizophrenia, among other 
conditions.

Art therapy can help:
  * Build coping skills
  * Foster self-awareness
  * Build self-esteem and 
     self-confidence
  * Manage behavior and 
          addictions
  * Explore feelings
  * Reduce anxiety
  * Improve physical, mental,
     and emotional well-being

ART THERAPY



ART THERAPY
In FY 22, we provided mental 
health support and services to 
over 200 youth and adults 
living with mental health 
challenges, developmental 
disabilities and autism.

Our FY 22 art therapy 
programs included 
individual and group 
therapy, as well as the 
continuation and expansion 
of Studio, our longest- 
running art therapy group.

To eliminate barriers to 
participation, CREATE offers 
art therapy services on a 
sliding fee scale. No one is 
turned away, regardless of 
ability to pay.

createartscenter.org | 8



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
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CREATE strongly values collaboration 
with other nonprofit organizations, 
local schools, businesses, and 
individual groups in creative 
partnerships to deliver teambuilding 
and training sessions, quality 
afterschool enrichment programs, 
anand community art projects at local 
events and fairs.
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In FY 22 we 
hosted six 
onsite 

community 
team-building 
events!

6

Our FY 22 partnerships included:

* 14 new partnerships including 
Montgomery County Public Schools, 
EveryMind/Linkages to Learning, 
YMCA, Shepherd’s Table, A Wider 

Circle and more

* Afterschool art clubs at 12 local 
schools

  * The launch of youth development 
art classes for MS and HS students to 
build a sense of self, belonging, and a 
toolbox of healthy solutions to cope 
with stress, anxiety and depression

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS



Program Services          Grants

COVID Emergency Funding    Donations

Donated Goods & Services     Other

Program Services          Fundraising

Management & Administration

57%
12%

21%

9%
1% 0%

Program Services:
  Art Therapy           $ 45,991   
  Camp               $ 194,123   
  Classes              $ 105,280   

Grants                 $ 70,099

COVID Emergency Funding $ 124,942

DonationsDonations              $ 52,299

Donated Goods & Services  $ 6,170

Other                 $ 1,883

TOTAL REVENUE        $ 600,788

NET SURPLUS*          $ 79,468

    *Allocated to operating reserves

Program Services:        $ 380,563  

Management &          $ 88,624
Administration

Fundraising            $ 52,132

TOTAL EXPENSES        $ 521,320

73%

17%

10%

FY22 Revenue FY22 Expenses

REVENUE & EXPENSES
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STAFF & BOARD
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GRANTORS & DONORS
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DONORS
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Our mission is to spark creativity, foster learning, empower individuals,
and facilitate community connections through the visual arts.

Learn more about CREATE at createartscenter.org
Contact us at 301-588-ARTS (2787) or create@createartscenter.org

CREATE Arts Center Inc. is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Our federal tax ID # is 52-1489164

@createartscenter

@createartscenter

@create-arts-center-inc914 Silver Spring Avenue
Silver Spring, MD  20910
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